











Challenging climbs in Cumbria

Sailing experience of a lifetime

In August two Amberteers from
Bythesea Lodge, Will and Dave,
joined other young people for a week
of offshore sailing adventure and
teamwork with The Rona Sailing
Project. They sailed in a purpose
built training yacht, the Donald
Searle, from Southampton to France
and back, visiting Cowes and
Weymouth on route. They learnt how
to steer a large and powerful yacht
under full sail, navigate using the
latest satellite systems and then of
course there was helping prepare
meals for 20 hungry crew-mates!

“It was such an exciting experience.

At the end of the week | was offered the
chance to go back which | definitely will,
and Dave won the Amory Award which
means he has the chance to take part in
a Tall Ships Race - GOOD LUCK Dave.”

Will Filer, Amberteer

Winners of BTCV regional award

Amberteers from Bythesea Lodge have
been undertaking project work with
me for some time and this year they
have taken part in 9 SITA funded
‘Greenprints’ events, run in
partnership with BTCV, to help
improve the environment for the
benefit of the local community and
wildlife. Projects have included:
fencing, nest box construction, shrub
control, woodland and wetland
management which have all
contributed towards the Amberteers
achieving NVQ Level 2 in
Environmental Conservation.

After talking with the Amberteers they
decided they would like to apply to the
Wiltshire Young People’s Opportunity
Fund for a 10 week programme that
would teach them new skills in
environmental conservation, such as
hedge layering and tree planting that

Amber Dragon Boat team will return

would also lead to NCFE qualifications.
We are all delighted to say the bid

was successful and the project starts
this autumn.

The joint Amber/BTCV group in
Trowbridge has also won the Western
Region Green Heroes Local Partnership
Working Award that recognises the joint
efforts of BTCV and Amber to make a
success of the weekly opportunity
Amberteers have to take part in the
BTCV conservation work. We will now
be put forward as a nominee for the
National Award.

Ben Rawlings, Project Officer, BTCV

“When | started the BTCV course I really
enjoyed it and am quite proud of myself
because | have now achieved my NVQ
Level 2 in Environmental Conservation
which will really help me to achieve my
goal to be a landscape gardener.”

Richard Gray, Amberteer

champions

Amber champions

Kickboxing champions

After some weeks of kickbox training
with Team Leader Barry we were keen
to attend the British Championship
Kickboxing Tournament in Newquay
to gain some experience, build up
our confidence, watch other fighters
and take part ourselves. Little did we
expect to bring home an armful of
trophies! Toby was brilliant and was
named British Champion in the
Men'’s +75kg Continuous, Louise
came third in the Ladies Novice
section. In the Men’s Novice -75kg,
Sean came 2nd and Ricky 3rd and
Barry was named British Champion in
the Men’s Executive. All of us did
really well, it was a fantastic day out
and we now know what to expect in
any future competitions.

Louise Branch and Adam Spragg,
Amberteers




Building a school in Nepal

After the life changing experience the
Amber project in Bulgaria gave me |
successfully applied to go to Nepal on
a 10 week volunteer project run by
Platform2, a global volunteering
scheme for 18 to 25 year olds. The
project was to help with the building
of a new school.

| lived with a host family, who really
made me feel | was part of the family.
They had so little but were so happy.
There was no TV, no radio, they used
bucket showers, squat toilets, ate
sitting on the floor and although they
had electric, the company would just
turn it off whenever it liked — we spent
5 days without power at one point.

A thriving gardening business

We worked on the construction of the
school Sunday to Friday and taught
English in the local school one evening
a week — quite challenging because of
the language issue but very rewarding.

| really had the best time of my life.
Inbetween work | went on a jungle
safari, rode an elephant — how
fantastic was that! — flew over Mount
Everest, saw temples and the holy
river and even saw the world'’s
longest eclipse. But | also visited the
slums which were very upsetting.
Houses were just wooden frames with
plastic roofs, a lot of sewerage and
rubbish everywhere. The monsoon
would wash everything away, easy.

This experience really opened my eyes
and made me realise there is so much
out there to see and learn. I've just
been accepted for a 3 week European
voluntary placement that could lead to
a job for 12 months anywhere in the
world and this could lead to a full time
placement. That would be something
else! — can this really be the same
insecure person who came to Amber all
those months ago? Thank you Amber,
you really have transformed my life.

Pete Abbott, Amberteer

Jack, Amber success

The army is my goal

| left home because Mum was taking
drugs and drinking heavily. | tried to
get her to stop but all she did was
ground me and lock me in my room
so | couldn’t get away. Eventually I'd
had enough and jumped from my
bedroom window and ran to a mate’s
house where | spent a couple of
months sofa surfing. The council put
me in bed and breakfast and
eventually Connexions put me in
touch with Amber.

It took me a while to settle in but
then | began taking part in whatever
Amber offered and | could feel
myself becoming more positive and
confident. I'd always enjoyed sport
from an early age and when the
opportunity of sailing with the Rona
Trust came along | jumped at the

Pursuing an interest in music production

Jane Bennett, Probation
Officer, Devon and Cornwall Probation
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Hi Sue,

Yeah | joine: .
moved to Liverpool to live with my

and therefore it was easier for me to move up to Liv

After the army | did some security work but | am cu
setting up for conferences and concerts. Have met

| will hopefully come and see you all in the Trowbridge centre. It would

and see how you're getting on.

Nick O'Brien, Amber success

Amber successes

chance and loved ever minute. | also
really enjoyed helping with the West
Wiltshire show — even though | had
to dress up in a bear’s costume some
of the time, that was hot work!

| really want to join the army and
have recently started an NCFE
accredited ‘Army Preparation’ course
at Wiltshire College and | have
Amber to thank for giving me the
confidence and motivating me to
work towards that goal.

Will Filer, Amberteer

What a very enthusiastic and reliable
young man young Will turned out to be.
His eagerness was a pleasure to watch
and | understand from the Apprentices
we have that they thought he was a very
likable character. | was so impressed
that even though he was there in a
voluntary capacity we paid him some
wages for the days he was there. If all
our Apprentices or Work Experience
peaple were as enthusiastic about their
work it would make our lives so very
much easier. We all look forward to
seeing Will again in the future.

Steve Nash, Community Services
Manager, Trowbridge Town Council
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d the army after leaving Amber and served for 3 years. After that ti}me | )
girlfriend as this is where she is from. She is a teacher

erpool than for her to relocate.

rrently working in the Liverpool Arena
lots of stars so really enjoying it.

great to catch up
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